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Assignee means a physician or sup-
plier who furnishes services to a bene-
ficiary under Medicare part B and who 
has accepted a valid assignment exe-
cuted by the beneficiary. 

Assignment means the transfer by the 
assignor of his or her claim for pay-
ment to the assignee in return for the 
latter’s promise not to charge more for 
his or her services than the carrier 
finds to be the reasonable charge or 
other approved amount. 

Assignor means a beneficiary under 
Medicare part B whose physician or 
supplier has taken assignment of a 
claim. 

Carrier means an organization which 
has entered into a contract with the 
Secretary pursuant to section 1842 of 
the Act and which is authorized to 
make determinations with respect to 
part B of title XVIII of the Act. For 
purposes of this subpart, the term car-
rier also refers to an intermediary that 
has entered into a contract with the 
Secretary under section 1816 of the Act 
and is authorized to make determina-
tions with respect to part B provider 
services, as specified in § 421.5(c) of this 
chapter. 

Common issues of law and fact, with 
respect to the aggregation of claims by 
two or more appellants to meet the 
minimum amount in controversy need-
ed for an ALJ hearing, occurs when the 
claims sought to be aggregated are de-
nied or reduced for similar reasons and 
arise from a similar fact pattern mate-
rial to the reason the claims are de-
nied. 

Delivery of similar or related services, 
with respect to the aggregation of 
claims by two or more physician/sup-
plier appellants to meet the minimum 
amount in controversy needed for an 
ALJ hearing, means like or coordi-
nated services or items provided to the 
same beneficiary by the appellants. 

Representative means an individual 
meeting the conditions described in 
§§ 405.870 through 405.871. 

With reasonable promptness means 
within a period of 60 consecutive days 
after the receipt by the carrier of a re-
quest for payment. 

[59 FR 12182, Mar. 16, 1994, as amended at 62 
FR 25853, May 12, 1997] 

§ 405.803 Initial determination. 

(a) Carriers make initial determina-
tions regarding claims for benefits 
under Medicare Part B. 

(b) An initial determination for pur-
poses of this subpart includes deter-
minations such as the following: 

(1) Whether services furnished are 
covered. 

(2) Whether the deductible has been 
met. 

(3) Whether the receipted bill or 
other evidence of payment is accept-
able. 

(4) Whether the charges for services 
furnished are reasonable. 

(5) If the services furnished to a bene-
ficiary by a physician or a supplier pur-
suant to an assignment under § 424.55 of 
this chapter are not covered because 
they are determined to be not reason-
able and necessary under § 411.15(k) of 
this chapter, whether the beneficiary, 
physician or supplier, or a physician 
who meets the requirements of § 411.408, 
knew or could reasonably have been ex-
pected to know at the time the services 
were furnished that the services were 
not covered. 

(c) The following are not initial de-
terminations for purposes of this sub-
part: 

(1) Any issue or factor for which SSA 
or CMS has sole responsibility, for ex-
ample, whether an independent labora-
tory meets the conditions for coverage 
of services; whether a Medicare over-
payment claim should be compromised, 
or collection action terminated or sus-
pended. 

(2) Any issue or factor which relates 
to hospital insurance benefits under 
Medicare Part A. 

[62 FR 25853, May 12, 1997] 

§ 405.804 Notice of initial determina-
tion. 

After a carrier has made an initial 
determination on a request for pay-
ment written notice of this determina-
tion shall be mailed to each party to 
the determination at his last known 
address. The notice of the determina-
tion shall inform each party to the de-
termination of his right to have such 
determination reviewed. 
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